
Dr. Henry K. Tom, Jr. (aka “Doc” or “Buzzy”) passed away on February 7, 2023, at the age of
89.

Henry grew up in Port Arthur, Texas where he developed a lifelong love for saltwater fishing.
He attended Austin High in Houston where he was a standout running back. He began his college career 
at TU where he achieved the long jump record on the track team. He transferred to Texas A&M where he 
earned a DVM in 1959. He subsequently joined the Air Force Veterinary Corps with assignments at 
Kelly, Zaragosa, March, Sheppard, ‘69 tour to Thailand (Bronze Star), Patrick, and finally Eglin AFB. 
Along the way, in ’67 he earned an MPH from the University of Michigan.

While studying at A&M he met his wife, Carolyn Ann Goff, on a blind date in Houston. He proclaims 
that he had no interest in marriage and that, “she chased me until I caught her.” They eloped in 1956 and 
would laugh, love, and challenge each other for almost 53 years before Carolyn passed in 2009.

He and Carolyn retired to Tyler, Texas when he retired from the AF in ’79. There, he restored an old 
home, worked as a realtor and ran for county commissioner. From ’88-’91 he had his most challenging 
role as the Director of Animal Control in Odessa. He and Carolyn then retired to San Antonio where he 
has lived for over 30 years. He enjoyed fishing off of Bob Hall Pier in Corpus Christi. He restored antique 
furniture that he and Carolyn found at auctions. He had a deep love for all animals and was always caring 
for an assortment of strays and wildlife in addition to his own pets. A man who never met a stranger, he 
cherished the relationships with his friends, neighbors, and small family.

He is survived by his daughter, Melissa (Patrick) Tom, stepsiblings Ron (Pauline) Tom, Priscilla 
(James)Talley, sister-in-law Gwen (James) Murray and several nieces and nephews.

Services will be held March 24, 2023, 2:45 pm at Fort Sam Houston, Shelter #5. A Celebration
of Life follows at 4:30 pm at Henry’s home at 18210 Openforest / San Antonio, Texas 78259. In
lieu of flowers please consider a donation to the San Antonio Humane Society in his honor.




